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Another six months has passed and it time for a new 
Babbel Blues!  The buttermoth season is well on its way, 
and we can only hope that the late rains will help to 
bring some much needed life to all the dry parts of 
South Africa! 

  

In this issue we start off by advertising some of the Soci-
ety’s recent publications.  This includes a massive once 
in a lifetime sale of SABCA (South African Butterfly Con-
servation Assessment) books, as well as some infor-
mation about the recently launched Practical Guide that 
is available in e-book format.  In this issue we also have 
some exciting trip articles from abroad.  Starting with 
the biggest collection of African butterflies and talking to 
the man behind the "Voetspore" TV show, talking about 
driving through unexplored buttermoth terrain!  We 
have a bilingual article on the mountains of Golden 
Gate, and then we continue with our regulars.  There is 
also an informative article on how to get started with 
mothing for anyone who is interested, as well as some 
tips for rearing the early stages of buttermoths.  We 
have another succinct identification guide to help sort 
out some tricky but common butterfly identifications, as 
well as some society news to wrap things up. 

  

We hope that you enjoy this issue, and please remem-
ber to send any comments or personal stories to the 
editorial panel.  

Enjoy the last few months of summer, and we look for-

ward to hearing stories and trips and events! We are 

always looking for new articles so please feel free to 

send through any of your own article ideas or stories!  
 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in the contents of this magazine are not 

necessarily the views of the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa or 

the editorial staff and are entirely those of the authors. 

Magazine email: babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za 

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE TO BABBEL BLUES… 

Go to the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa’s website.  At the bottom of the page is a 

short form where you can enter your name and e-mail address.  This will add you to 

our mailing list and you will receive all new issues of Babbel Blues. 

Older issues can be downloaded from the “Resources > Downloads > Babbel Blues” 

tab on our website, or from the following link: 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?

option=com_jdownloads&view=category&catid=11&Itemid=401 

We do request though that you subscribe to the magazine, even if you download them 

from the archive.  It is important to us (and to potential sponsors) to know how many 

people we reach with this magazine. 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?option=com_jdownloads&view=category&catid=11&Itemid=401
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?option=com_jdownloads&view=category&catid=11&Itemid=401
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Cover photo: a colourful moth photo-

graphed near Pretoria, South Africa.  The 

moth is called Caffricola vicina and is in the 

family Limacodidae.  

(Photo: André Coetzer) 

Sponsors for LepSoc 

While Lepsoc will do its utmost to obtain funding for 

the various projects aimed at conserving our national 

heritage that we launch, this cannot be done without 

your help. 

Help us by sending donations to  the Brenton Blue Trust.  This vehicle has been 

established specifically for the conservation of Lepidoptera.  Donations can be in 

the form of funding, inheritance or also by becoming a member, participating and 

contribute your time, the most useful resource. 

If you can contribute, please contact Dave Edge at: 

orachrysops@gmail.com or at babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za or on our website 

www.lepsoc.org.za 

 

The use of Common Names 

Some people may notice that the common names used are not necessarily the same as those in the current field guides.  The 

reason for this is that we are trying to make the names more accessible to beginners, and want to move away from incorrect 

and unfamiliar words.  Typical changes include the correction of errors such as a Natal brown that doesn’t occur in Natal, to 

making names more descriptive.  Most of the names were reverted back to a list published in 1953, but where new names 

were required we used translations from Afrikaans, names from East or West Africa or a panel of Lepidopterists came up with 

new names. More information about these changes can be found in the following article: 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?option=com_jdownloads&task=download.send&id=123&catid=11&m=0&Itemid=401 

 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/index.php?option=com_jdownloads&task=download.send&id=123&catid=11&m=0&Itemid=401
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R150 for members 

R350 for non-members 

(excluding postage) 

BOOK SALES!! 

LepSoc is currently running a special on the Butterfly Conservation Assessment books.  It is an absolute MUST for anyone inter-
ested in South African butterflies.  It contains detailed distribution maps, habitat descriptions and photos of set specimens of 
ALL South African taxa that were recorded before 2013, as well as the conservation assessments for all species. 

These books are extremely sought after, and initially retailed for R595 including postage.  We are offering them at an amazing 
price of R150 (excluding postage) for LepSoc members, and R350 (excluding postage) for non-members (while stocks 
last).  Postage costs will vary depending on distance. We will endeavour to bring stock up from Cape Town to reduce long dis-
tance postage, but this depends on the number of orders. 

To order your copy and arrange a price and postage, contact Peter Sharland (sharlandp@gmail.com) 

  

**Terms and Conditions apply 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Wolkberg Zulu is one of South 

Africa’s critically endangered 

butterflies.  It is only known from 

two small localities, where it is 

threatened by forestry, invasive 

plants and other threats. 

The money donated by sponsors 

and members of the public using 

MyPlanet cards are being used to 

secure this butterfly’s future by 

funding ongoing research and 

monitoring of the two localities. 

javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','sharlandp@gmail.com');
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In December 2015 The Lepidopterists' Society of Africa 

(LepSoc Africa) published a new book, Practical Guide to the 

Study of Lepidoptera in Africa, free to members. Published 

through the LepSoc Africa website www.lepsoc.org.za, it is 

the essential guide for Lepidopterists whether beginners or 

already experienced. This is a major update of LepSoc Africa's 

1992 book, Practical Guide to Butterflies and Moths in South-

ern Africa that was a great success and sold out long ago. The 

book is now being published online to provide paid up LepSoc 

Africa members free access to a wealth of information and so 

that the book can be more regularly updated as new material 

becomes available. 

The ten chapters in the book are written by LepSoc Africa 

experts and cover all the key skills and techniques: 

1. The Introduction takes you from the earliest Lepidop-

terists in the 18th century through the major contribu-

tions of the 20th century to the current focus on con-

servation of threatened species. 

2. The chapter on Scientific Aspects describes the morphology of butterflies and moths from egg to adult. Binomial nomen-

clature is explained leading on to the question of ‘what is a species’. 

3. Conservation is a completely new chapter on threats to Lepidoptera, population monitoring techniques, conservation 

initiatives and population status. 

4. Butterfly Collecting and Field Techniques covers nets, traps, baits, lures, hill topping, mud puddling, flowers to watch and 

storage of captures. 

5. Moth Collecting and Field Techniques covers the methods used for the largely night flying Lepidoptera that make up 

some 90% of lepidopteran species. 

6. The chapter on Preservation and Mounting describes how to preserve specimens of adults, eggs, larvae and pupae as 

well as the construction of storage boxes and cabinets. 

7. Rearing and Breeding covers the techniques from obtaining eggs through care of the early stages to the special methods 

required for ant associated larvae. 

8. Digital Photography is explained and beautifully illustrated in a brand new chapter with advice on composition, camera 

settings and advanced techniques such as image stacking. 

9. As responsible citizens we should adhere to the principles of Good Scientific Practice, ensuring 

that our collections contribute scientifically, detailed field work is recorded and important findings are published. 

10. The final chapter details LepSoc Africa's Code of Conduct 

 

Paid up members can access the book by logging in to the www.lepsoc.org.za website, 

and visiting the following link: 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/practical-guide.html Free to  

members! 

 

 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/practical-guide.html


Page/Bladsy 6  

 

 

-

 
 



Page/Bladsy 7  

I 
n a leafy suburb of Nairobi’s outskirts there is a place 
where millions of delicate and colourful butterflies are 
preserved for science and for the generations to come. 
This is known as the African Butterfly Research Institute 

(ABRI). It is an institution in Kenya, and serves as a butterfly 
research station for the whole African continent. ABRI hosts 
the largest collection of African butterflies in the world with 
its 10, 000 boxes holding some 4 million specimens carefully 
named and curated within the collection. 
 
ABRI was established in 1997, and represents the life work of 
approximately 35 people. All kinds of enlightening activities 
and studies relating to African Lepidoptera are carried out at 
all times, resulting in the publishing of many books and scien-
tific articles. Activities such as collecting, pinning, cataloguing, 
breeding and gardening overlap with a number of studies on 
genetics, systematics and biogeography. 
 
However it is also a garden of butterfly bliss. ABRI is home to a 
beautiful and vibrant garden, where a number of butterflies 
visit.  When you pay a visit to this garden, brilliant wings will 
flutter past you, displaying their bright colours, feeding on 
flowers, laying eggs on leaves, and enjoying the breeze. On 
any given day, between 30 and 40 different butterfly species 

can be observed, out of the 180 species that have been rec-
orded here. This makes up 20%  of all the Kenyan butterflies 
in one garden! 
 
When the property was acquired some thirty years back, all 
the exotic vegetation was removed and indigenous species 
were replanted, giving rise to the beautiful Eden it is now. 
Flowers of all sorts, colours and size flourish all year round. 
Thanks to this incredible variety of indigenous nectaring 
plants, when the sun shines, the garden genuinely looks like a 
butterfly paradise. You can easily meet the Green Banded 
Swallowtail (Papilio nireus) with its black and sea-turquoise 
colours, or the Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus), 
floating by with its large red spots on the wings, there to scare 
potential predators. Or you can enjoy the Yellow Pansy 
(Junonia hierta), pale off-white in colour when its wings are 
closed, but erupting into coffee brown, sun yellow and a hint 
of purple spots when it launches into flight. You can also fall in 
love with the big blue “eye” spots of the Blue Pansy (Junonia 
oenone). And don’t be surprised by the Joker (Byblia sp.)
erratically flying by you, with vibrant bright orange and black 
colouration it shares with a tiger. Special cheers go to the Afri-
can Monarch or Queen (Danaus chrysippus), for its majestic 
wings and leisurely flight. These are just a few of the memora-

Edgar Emajong pinning a few butterflies (Photo: ABRI) 
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ble encounters that you can experience at ABRI. 
 
 
The garden is also home to other stories that continually 
unfold. 
 
Just one of these stories is that of the African Silk Moth , a 
story of chance and success at ABRI. A single female, found 
by coincidence in Kakamega forest, established an impres-
sive colony of gorgeous caterpillars, as big as 20 centimetre 
long.  
 
Kakamega is a unique place in itself, being the only tropical 
rainforest in Kenya, and the last remnant of the ancient 
Guineo-Congolian rainforest that once spanned the conti-
nent. It is particularly exceptional for its approximately 500 
butterfly species recorded there (South Africa has about 670 
butterfly species in total). In such a special place, finding a 
female moth ready to lay eggs was pure chance.  
 
Carefully transported to the Institute, the team took care of 
the hundreds of eggs that survived and managed to get the 
whole clutch to hatch. After weeks of feeding and cleaning, 
the caterpillars started pupating, producing metres and me-
tres of silk, the so-called wild African silk, while preparing 
their cocoons. Within a few months, after several genera-
tions of moths, kilos of cocoons were available for the fila-
ture operations, to extract the silk. When a mining company, 
engaged in land rehabilitation, contacted ABRI, the whole 
silk story turned out to be an unexpected blessing. The com-
pany, with ABRI’s support, is now working hand in hand with 
local communities. By using the moth’s food plant, they both 
contribute to land restoration and to the development of a 

The ABRI nursery (Photo: ABRI) 

Photo by:  ABRI 

Steve Collins in the garden  (Photo: ABRI) 
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new industry of local silk production. 
 
Moving from the bliss of a garden to the frantic life of a re-
search institute there are always ongoing research projects 
being conducted by various students from all different back-
grounds. Students from different parts of Africa, Europe, Asia 
and North America have completed their studies or have 
been assisted in their studies by ABRI. The institute can be 
extremely busy when researchers come over, carrying out 
studies on genetics and morphology, reviewing genera, de-
scribing new species, analysing DNA and much, much more. 
Since the original collection dates back to the seventies, the 
value of the specimens housed in this collection is truly price-
less to science. It would be impossible to replace it at any cost 
due to the unprecedented habitat destruction that has taken 
place in Africa over the past decades. 

 
One of the most recent projects started at ABRI is about the 
African Monarch , also known as the African Queen. 
Wonderful in colours and flight, as well as remarkable in its 
distribution and migration, the Queens can tell us much about 
the process of evolution. In their caterpillar phase, Queens 
feed on poisonous plants, rendering them inedible to birds 
and any other predators as young caterpillars and later as 
adults. Therefore their flight is slow and relaxed, in order to 
clearly show their unmistakable poisonous pattern to poten-
tial predators. It’s a butterfly present everywhere in the sub-
Saharan region, and extending further on it is the Middle East 
and India, but it varies in form depending on where it lives. 
One can say if it comes from the west or the east, from for-
ests or savannahs, and so on, depending on its different and 
unique pattern colouration on the wings.  
Gliding with the monsoons, different populations regularly 
meet and mate, renewing the genetic pool for the new gener-

A breeding cage (Photo: ABRI) 

In this photo is Torban Larsen & Colin 

Photo by: ABRI 
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ations.  The program set up at ABRI, favouring the reproduc-
tion of different populations, contributes to the understand-
ing of genetic plasticity and the speciation process by which 
new biological species arise. Such an exceptional evolution-
ary process takes place here. So, as the Monarch’s migrate 
in America, the African Queen has its own story that is be-
ginning to be unravelled. 
 
Between the bliss of a garden and the frantic life of the re-
searches, there is the everyday life of the Institute. All mem-
bers of the ABRI team are passionate about their respective 
roles in the institute. The team ranges from experts to cura-
tors, from gardeners to technicians. No one person able to 
perform, at their best, without the others. A place like ABRI, 
with such a huge and precious collection, needs daily care. 
Peter  Namukana, after collecting in the field for 45 years 
and travelling in over 20 countries, is now responsible for 
the preservation of the collection. Anne has been the logisti-
cal support manager for over 20 years. Edgar Emajong man-
ages all the green houses: cleaning, feeding and handling all 
the breeding butterflies. He and his wife, Rose are also re-
sponsible for the pinning process, which results in the beau-
tiful boxes of the collection, enriched every year by around 
40,000 new butterflies. Without the tireless work of Oliver 
Itumwangi and Joshua Manyaa, the garden wouldn’t be as 
healthy and luxurious as it is. Teresa collaborates with the 
researchers both when they are on the site and from a dis-
tance, once they are back home in their home country. Last 
but not least, Steve Collins is director of the Institute. He 
started his butterfly collection, which now forms the basis of 
ABRI, as a young boy. He actively participates in the scientific 
research projects of ABRI and ABRI is currently housed on 
the Collins property. 
 
ABRI ran an educational centre with a live butterfly house 
from 2001 to 2006. Unfortunately, it closed down due to the 
high maintenance costs and a non-supportive government 
policy.  Still today, you can meet people that used to go 
there with their children and, from their dreamy faces you 
can tell how much of an impression it made. And if you type 
“Butterfly Nairobi” on a search engine, the educational cen-
tre will pop out as the first thing, although it closed to the 
public almost ten years ago. 
 
The experts coming to study at ABRI from all over the world 

are now the ones that play the fundamental role in creating 
awareness for the conservation of African Butterflies and in 
passing on the knowledge to the generations to come. They 
can do their research in the library, profit from the several 
up and running green houses and consult the gigantic collec-
tion so well maintained and preserved. 
 
With its library, the green houses and the collection, ABRI 
offers a rare insight into the complex world of African 
butterflies.  bb 
 
 
Address:  
256, Dagoretti Rd, Nairobi, Kenya 
P.O. Box 14308  
0800 Nairobi, Kenya 
 
E-mail: 
collinsabri@gmail.com                      
 

 
Edgar, Peter & Jacky doing some pinning work (Photo: ABRI) (Photo: ABRI) 

mailto:collinsabri@gmail.com


Page/Bladsy 11  

 

 

by Mark C. Williams 

Life history illustration by Van Son (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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W 
anneer ‘n mens die punt van dalende 

opbrengs in ons skoenlapperversameling 

bereik het en nadat jy na meer plekke in 

Suid-Afrika gegaan het as waarvan baie 

mense kan droom, word dit moeilik om ‘n 

nuwe bestemming te vind. 

In Januarie 2015 het ons ‘n naweek of twee beskikbaar gehad 

wat net eenvoudig met ‘n “veld-trippie” gevul moes word. Na 

ernstige besinning oor ‘n glas wyn of twee het ons op Golden 

Gate besluit.  As deel van ons SAN-parkepermit is ons ook 

verplig om spesiale spesies te moniteer en gereelde opnames 

in hulle parke te onderneem (‘n taak waarvan ons natuurlik 

glad nie hou nie).   Gelukkig het ons met die eerste besoek 

aan Golden Gate nie so ‘n goeie poging aangewend nie en 

was ons kennis maar taamlik gebrekkig, en alhoewel dit my 

teen die bors stuit, is ‘n tweede of selfs meer besoeke aan 

hierdie park dus ‘n goeie opsie.  Hierdie keer het ons egter 

van beter geweet en ook geweet waarna ons soek en watter 

mense om te vra.  So, gewapen met ‘n lys van vyf moontlike 

spesies om af te teken, ‘n droom om dalk drie daarvan te kry 

en die gevoel dat al kry ons slegs een van die vyf, is ons 

gelukkig, vertrek ons in die middel van Januarie na Golden 

Gate.  Die spesies wat ons geteiken het, was die Golden Gate 

weduwee (Torynesis orangica),  Golden Gate bruintjie 

(Pseudonypha paragaika), Maluti-kopervlerkie (Aloeides 

maluti), Bergkruin-kopervlerkie (Aloeides rileyi) en die Golden 

Gate bloutjie (Orachrysops montanus). 

Ietsie meer van hierdie spesies se stryd om oorlewing:  

Alhoewel die Golden Gate weduwee nie tans ‘n bedreigde 

spesies is nie, is dit ‘n baie skaars habitatspesialis wat slegs in 

‘n baie klein gebied, hoog op in die Maluti’s by Golden Gate 

en in noordelike Lesotho voorkom.  Die Maluti-kopervlerkie 

en die Bergkruin-kopervlerkie is beide inwoners van die 

Maluti-berge en omgewing en lg. verkies die hoër hoogtes.  

Die uiters skaars Golden Gate bloutjie en die Golden Gate 

bruintjie (albei as kwesbaar gelys in die Bedreigde Spesies Lys 

word beide, nes die Golden Gate weduwee, slegs in ‘n klein 

gebied om Golden Gate aangetref. 

Aangesien ons nie die luukse van aftrede het nie (en dus nog 

moet werk om vir ons uitstappies te betaal!), vertrek ons eers 

ongeveer 2nm uit Johannesburg en kom net voor 

sonsondergang by Golden Gate aan.  Gewoonlik benader ‘n 

mens die pad vanaf Clarence se kant, maar die voorsienigheid 

het ons van die ander kant laat inkom en wat ‘n gesig het ons 

nie verwelkom nie:  Die vlaktes was oortrek met diere, almal 

pragtig van agter belig deur die sakkende son.  Daar was 

zebras, swart wildebeeste, blesbokke en nog meer, almal in 

groot getalle.  Die gras was groen, die berge rooi en ons 

gemoedere hemelhoog.  Ons het nou sommer skielik gedink 

ons gaan regtig sommer twee spesies sien!  Ons oornag in die 

Glen Reenen kamp. 

 

Die padteken wys na waar die skoenlappers vlieg (Foto: André Coetzer) 

Golden Gate Nasionale Park (Foto: André Coetzer) 
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Nie té vroeg die volgende oggend nie is ons begroet deur ‘n 

miskombers en ‘n taamlik bytende temperatuur, maar dit het 

ons nie afgesit nie.  Na ‘n paar koppies koffie sit ons af na ‘n 

paar belowende plekkies wat ons die vorige dag 

geïdentifiseer het.  Dit is belangrik om daarop te let dat die 

Coetzers ‘n ietwat hardkoppige streek het.  Natuurlik het ons 

vir mense gevra waar al die goeie plekke is vir die 

skoenlappers wat ons soek, maar ons het die raad blitsig 

geïgnoreer.  So neem Magriet (ons Pajero vir dié wat nie 

weet nie, en boonop ‘n wonderlike meisie)  ons na ‘n mooi 

heuweltjie  en .... ons kry niks nie!  Daar was darem twee 

Verneuker ratsbloutjies (Lepidochrysops variabilis), maar 

soos Dave McDermott altyd sê, hulle het gelyk soos 

Krimoorlog-veterane en was verseker nie waarna ons op soek 

was nie.  Toe maak ons maar nog ‘n pot koffie as boeretroos.  

Nadat ons so ‘n bietjie daar rondgehang het, en sukkel-sukkel 

probeer het om die opkomende son te fotografeer, het ons 

darem tog so ‘n paar van die immerteenwoordiges by die 

opnamelys gevoeg, skoenlappers soos Sondagsrokkie  

(Vanessa cardui ) en Bontrokkie  (Pontia helice).  

Toe ons uiteindelik tot die besef kom dat ander mense wel 

meer as ons weet, het ons besluit om die Brandwag area te 

besoek waar ons, na aanleiding van verskeie gerugte, O. 

Montanus kon verwag.  Ons was nie eintlik beïndruk deur die 

onderhang wat voorgestel was nie, maar het nogtans daar 

rondgedwaal.  Teen dié tyd het die wolke nog steeds redelik 

dik oor ons gehang.  Terwyl ek deur die gras teen ‘n steil 

helling (vir my) opgesukkel het, sien ek dat André lekker aan 

die gesels is met ‘n paartjie wat pas van die Brandwag 

rotspunt afgekom het.  Toe ek uiteindelik by hulle aansluit 

met ‘n gesteun en gestoom soos ou Millie van Matjiesfontein 

faam, is ek baie verras om te sien dat dit Dietmar en Claudia 

Ley is.  Dietmar vertel dat hy Torynesis bo-op die Brandwag 

gekry het en Orachrysops onder in die gras – daardie selfde 

oggend!  Wel, ons entoesiasme is goed versterk en ons het 

die Brandwag bestorm.  Bo was honderde Oostelike 

rantbruintjies (Stygionympha scotina ) maar geen Torynesis.  

Teleurgesteld maar darem met een of twee Bergnooientjies 

(Aeropetes tulbaghia) om af te merk, is ons weer ondertoe.  

Nou het die wolke darem al begin verdwyn en was dit ‘n 

bietjie warmer.  Net toe ons die plek verbysteek waar ons 

Dietmar gesien het, het ons ons eerste Orachrysops gevind, 

en skielik was hulle volop.  Ongelukkig was hulle reeds verby 

hulle piektyd en die meeste eksemplare was ietwat 

verweerd, ‘n teken dat die middel na einde Desember 

waarskynlik ‘n beter tyd is om vir dié goggatjie te soek. 

Aangesien dit nou al middag was, besluit ons om ons 

oggenduitstappie te herhaal en, in dieselfde omgewing as 

vroeër, klim ons toe ‘n belowende heuweltjie uit.  

Heuweltjies is natuurlik ook die tipe berg wat ek meer 

geredelik  kan aanpak, so ek was ekstra ywerig.  Sommer gou

 

 

Die uitsig van bo-op die Brandwag (Foto’s: André Coetzer) 
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-gou hoor ek André skree: “Rilei!”.  In sy net was ‘n 

pragtige eksemplaar van A. rileyi, ons tweede nuwe spesie 

van die naweek.  Na ‘n bietjie rondkrap het ons nog een 

eksemplaar gevind, maar aangesien die heuweltjie klein is, 

het ons oë begin dwaal na ‘n groter heuweltjie, so ‘n entjie 

verder aan.  Die beste deel hiervan was dat, anders as die 

heuwel waarop ons tans was, die teerpad reg langs die 

ander belowende heuwel verbygegaan het.  Ons nuwe 

teiken, blyk dit toe, is nie ‘n heuwel nie, maar ‘n gruisgat.  

Tot ons verbasing was daar heelwat Maluti-kopervlerkies 

wat daar rondgevlieg het en selfs so een of twee Bergpiek-

kopervlerkies en daar kry ons toe ons dérde nuwe spesie 

vir die naweek.  Inderdaad al ‘n vonds vir ons! Wat baie 

interessant was, was die gedrag van die mannetjies en 

wyfies wat in kort ekskursies gevlieg het en indringers 

verjaag het.  Die dag het geëindig met so ‘n bietjie 

laatmiddag-fotografie in die heuwels van Golden Gate, 

vinnig gevolg deur die klank van ‘n kurkprop uit ‘n bottel 

rooi wyn... 

Sondag het aangebreek, of liewer “aangemis”.  Die weer in 

die gebied is bekend vir sy wisselvalligheid en die vorige 

middag se helder, skoon lugruim was nou ‘n dik wolkbank.  

So na ‘n lui ontbyt (onnodig duur) in die Golden Gate hotel 

het ons die dag beplan. 

Ons het die vorige dag die Brandwag uitgeklim, ‘n reuse-

prestasie vir my, maar niks gekry nie.  Raai wat doen my 

seun toe aan my?   Nee, hy bied nie aan om koffie te maak 

nie, maar sleep my saam weer by die Brandwag uit!  

Hierdie keer is ons darem beloon met André se eerste 

gesig van ‘n Golden Gate weduwee wat na aan die krans, 

bo-op die Brandwag by Merxmuellera grasse gevlieg het.  

Hierdie skoenlappers vlieg tipies eers in Februarie, dus die 

naweek wat ons gekies het, het dus net mooi tussen die 

vroeë vlieërs soos die Golden Gate bloutjie en die Golden 

Gate bruintjie (wat ons nie gekry het nie, maar Dietmar 

wel) en die laat-somer vlieërs soos die weduwee.   

Natuurlik sou dit ook nie normaal wees as die Coetzers nie 

iets gedoen het wat hulle dalk nie moes nie.  Nadat ons so 

‘n keer of wat by ‘n padteken wat sê “Mountain Highlands 

Retreat, No Entry except for residents” verbygery het, 

besluit ons dat ons ons regte wat met ‘n geldige permit 

 

 

Links: Maluti kopervlerkie (Maluti copper, Aloeides maluti) 

Onder: Oostelike-rantbruintjie (Eastern Hillside brown, Stygionympha 

scotina scotina)  

(Foto’s: André Coetzer) 

Golden Gate bloutjie (Golden Gate blue, Orachrysops montanus)  

(Foto: André Coetzer) 
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gepaardgaan (en natuurlik die bewaringsbeampte se 

toestemmming) sal gebruik en draai ons in die “verbode” 

pad op.  Ons het geen idee gehad waarheen die pad lei 

nie, maar die kronkelpad het al die eienskappe van ‘n 

fantasie-fliek gehad. Hoog op in die Maluti’s is ‘n ruskamp 

met agt houthutte, gebou reg in die berg in.  Die dakke is 

slim gebou om te vloei van die bergwand reg in die dak in, 

sodat hulle byna onsigbaar is van bo-af.  Dié is definitief ‘n 

plek om in te bly, moontlik selfs in die winter – en dit sal 

minder kos as Switserland!  Wel, ons was nie daar vir die 

akkommodasie nie, so sonder omhaal is ons teen die berg 

agter die hutte op.  André, so soos sy normale self, laat my 

vinnig al hygende agter op ‘n ou, ongebruikte paadjie 

(moontlik doenbaar vir Magriet maar ons sal dit maar later 

moet bevestig).  Dit was nogal ‘n fris oggend maar ek het 

gou ‘n paar A. rileyi gesien wat besig was met hulle 

rondtes.  Op hierdie hoogte, bokant 2 200m, was hulle 

duidelik baie tuis en dit verduidelik dan ook hulle gewone 

naam, Bergkruin-kopervlerkie (Aloeides rileyi). 

Op ons pad af het ons gou by die aasvoël-restourant 

gestop met ‘n pragtige uitsig oor gebreekte bene en 

skelette, maar helaas geen aasvoëls.  Ons het so ietwat 

bedrieg gevoel toe ons wegbeweeg, maar ook net tot ons 

omtrent uit die aarde gevlieg is deur ‘n pragtige 

Lammergeier wat oor ons gesweef het.  Ons kry ‘n gulde 

geleentheid om hierdie voël te fotografeer toe hy verskeie 

kere oor ons vlieg – het ek dalk naby aan dood gelyk? of 

dalk wou hy net spog met vaardighede wat geen mens kan 

namaak nie. 

Hierdie naweek was sonder twyfel ‘n onvergeetlike een, 

soos die meeste uittogte na die groot natuurlike skatte van 

Suid-Afrika is.  Nie net het ons vier uit die vyf van ons 

teikens bereik nie, maar ons het sekerlik een van Suid-

Afrika se mees aanskoulike plekke herontdek, en dit nie 

eers ver van Gauteng af nie. 

bb 
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H 
aving reached the point of diminishing returns 

with respect to our butterfly collection, and hav-

ing been able to traverse South Africa to more 

places than many people can imagine, finding a 

new spot to travel to, is becoming somewhat troublesome.  

Fortunately for us, we didn’t do such a good job the first time 

we went to some places, so repeat visits, something that nor-

mally goes against my grain, is still a good option. 

In January 2015 we had a weekend or two available which we 

just needed to fill with a butterflying trip, and after some seri-

ous discussion we decided to re-visit Golden Gate.  As part of 

our SANParks permit we are also obliged to monitor special 

species and perform regular surveys of their reserves (A hor-

rible job to be sure!). While we have visited Golden Gate be-

fore, this was very early in our collection days, so our 

knowledge was still lacking.  This time, however, we knew 

exactly what we needed and knew more people to talk to. So, 

armed with a list of five possible species to tick off, a dream 

of getting three, and knowing the feeling that even just find-

ing one of the five may already be too much to ask for, we set 

off in the middle of January to Golden Gate. The species we 

targeted were the Golden Gate Widow (Torynesis orangica), 

Golden Gate Brown (Pseudonypha paragaika), Maluti Copper 

(Aloeides maluti), Mountain Peak Copper (Aloeides rileyi) and 

Golden Gate Blue (Orachrysops montanus).   

It would, perhaps, be appropriate to highlight the plight of 

some of these species. While the Widow is not currently a 

threatened species, it is a rare habitat specialist that only 

occurs in a very small area high up in the Maluti’s at Golden 

Gate and northern Lesotho. The Maluti Copper and the 

Mountain Peak Copper are both inhabitants of the Maluti 

mountains and surrounds, with the Mountain Peak Copper 

having a preference for the higher altitudes. The extremely 

rare Golden Gate Blue and the Golden Gate Brown (listed as 

Vulnerable) are, like the Widow, only found in a very small 

area around Golden Gate. 

As we do not have the luxury of retirement and have to pay 

for our excursions somehow, we only left around 2pm on the 

Friday, arriving at Golden Gate just before sunset. Usually one 

would approach the park from the West side, Clarence, but 

providence allowed us to approach from the East side and 

what a spectacular sight greeted us! The plains were covered 

with animals, all backlighted by the setting sun. There were 

Plains Zebras, Black Wildebeest, Blesbok and so on, all in high 

numbers. The grass was green, the mountains red and our 

mood sky-high. Our realistic expectation of finding one new 

species suddenly jumped to two! Finally, we arrived at our 

accommodation in the Glen Reenen Rest Camp.   

Not so early the next morning we were greeted by mist over 

the mountain and a fairly nippy temperature but we were not 

deterred.  We had coffee and set off towards some promising 

spots that we had identified on the previous day. Now it is 

important to note that the Coetzers have a somewhat stub-

born streak. Of course we asked people where the good spots 

are and then promptly ignored all the advice we received. So 

we trundled up to a nice peak with Magriet (our Mitsubishi 

Pajero for those that don’t know, and a wonderful lady at 

that) and found…. nothing. Well, we did find two Variable 

Nimble Blues (Lepidochrysops variabilis), but, as Dave McDer-

mott always says, they looked like Crimean war veterans. It 

certainly was not what we were after. So we made another 

cup of coffee as consolation. Hanging around, discussing pho-

tography solutions to the rising sun’s problems, we also man-

aged to add some regulars to the survey list for the weekend, 

namely Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui) and a Meadow White 

(Pontia helice). 

After finally realising that other people may know more than 

us, we decided to approach the Brandwag where, according 

to rumours, the Golden Gate Blue has been found before. 

Surveying the area, we were not at all impressed by the “area 

below the peak”, as was suggested to us, but wandered 

around nevertheless. It should be noted that, at the time, the 

clouds were still thick above us. As I was struggling through 

the grass on a steep slope (at least for me), finding nothing, I 

noticed André happily chatting to a couple that had just come 

Golden Gate National Park (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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down from the Brandwag buttress. Upon reaching them, 

huffing and puffing like old Millie (Matjiesfontein fame), I was 

pleasantly surprised to see that it was Dietmar and Claudia 

Ley. Dietmar told us that he had caught the Widows on top of 

the Brandwag and Golden Gate Blues at the bottom, that 

morning! Well this certainly raised our spirits and we rushed 

up the Brandwag. On top we found hundreds of Eastern 

Hillside Browns (Stygionympha scotina scotina ) but no Wid-

ows. After spending some time up there, seeing one or two 

Table Mountain Beauties (Aeropetes tulbaghia) we descend-

ed. By this time the clouds were starting to dissipate, and the 

temperatures increased ever so slightly as well. Just as we 

reached the spot where we spoke to Dietmar, we suddenly 

found our first Golden Gate Blue and all of a sudden they 

were plentiful. Unfortunately, they were definitely past their 

prime flight time as most specimens were somewhat worn, 

indicating that mid or the end of December is probably a 

better time to look for them. 

As it was about noon we decided to retrace our footsteps to 

where we were in the morning and, in the same vicinity, saw 

a promising looking hillock and promptly scaled it. Of course 

hillocks tend to be more the kind of mountain that I can read-

ily attempt, so I was extra eager. Soon André shouted ‘Rileyi!’ 

and I rushed to his side. In his net he had a perfect specimen 

of Mountain Peak Copper (Aloeides rileyi), our second new 

species for the weekend. Scrounging around, we found an-

other one, but the hilltop we were on was quite small, and 

our eyes then started to wander to the bigger hill a little bit 

further on. The best part of it was that, like the hill we were 

on, the tar road passed virtually over this other promising 

looking spot. So we moved on…. This hill, as it turned out, 

had less of a hilltop, and was actually a quarry. Much to our 

surprise there were plenty of Maluti Coppers around and one 

or two Mountain Peak Coppers. A third species for the week-

end! Most interesting was the behaviour of the males and 

females as they flew in short bursts, chasing intruders away. 

The day ended with some late afternoon photography in the 

rolling hills of Golden Gate, being shortly followed by the 

opening of a bottle of red wine… 

Sunday dawned, or should I say didn’t dawn. The weather in 

that area is known for its fickleness, and the perfectly clear 

skies of the previous afternoon were now one thick cloud 

bank looming over the area. So after a lazy (although ridicu-

lously expensive) breakfast at the Golden Gate hotel, we 

planned out the day. 

Having climbed to the top of the Brandwag on the previous 

day was a major achievement for me. Guess what my unstop-

pable son does to me? No, he didn’t offer to make me a sec-

 

 

Top: Having an early morning coffee 

Right: Exploring the Blesbok route before the sun goes down  

(Photos: André Coetzer) 
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ond cup of coffee, but rather dragged me up the mountain 

again. This time, however, he was rewarded with his first 

sight of an Golden Gate Widow which was flying about on 

the edge of the Brandwag, near the Merxmuellera grass. 

These butterflies typically fly later in the year, around Feb-

ruary, but the weekend we picked was clearly in between 

the early flyers, such as the Golden Gate Blue and the 

Golden Gate Brown (which we didn’t get, but Dietmar 

did), and the late-summer flyers, such as the Widow.Of 

course it would not be normal if the Coetzers didn’t do 

something that we shouldn’t. So, after passing the sign 

that said ‘Mountain Highlands Retreat, No Entry except for 

residents’ a few times, we decided to use the rights associ-

ated with a permit, (and also the  conservation officer’s 

permission) to venture up the mountain. We had no idea 

where this road was leading to, but the road twisted up 

the mountain to a scene right out of a fantasy movie. High 

up in the Maluti’s is a rest camp with about eight log cab-

ins, built right into the mountain. Their roofs have been 

cleverly constructed to flow from the mountain side onto 

the roof, so that they are virtually invisible from above. 

This is definitely a place we would like to stay in, possibly 

even in winter – it will cost much less than Switzerland! 

Well, we were not there for the accommodation, so up the 

rest of the mountain, behind the cabins we went. André, 

being his normal self, soon left me huffing on an old dis-

carded track (possibly negotiable by Magriet but we’ll 

have to confirm that later). It was quite a brisk morning 

but very quickly I noticed several Mountain Peak Coppers 

going about their business. At this altitude, above 2200m, 

this definitely seemed to be their spot and gives credence 

to their common name. 

On our way down from this spot we stopped at the vulture 

restaurant, which has a beautiful view of broken bones 

and skeletons but alas, no vultures. Feeling somewhat 

cheated we left that spot only to be almost skimmed by a 

beautiful Bearded Vulture (Lammergeier or Baardaasvoël) 

floating gracefully over us.  Offering us unbelievable op-

portunities to photograph, it flew over us time and time 

again, as if to brag with skills that humans still can’t match!  

This weekend was surely a memorable one, as all outings 

into the great natural treasures of South Africa are. Not 

only did we manage a remarkable four out of five of our 

possible targets, but rediscovered what is surely one of 

South Africa’s greatest places. And not even far from Gaut-

eng. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Below: Maluti copper (Maluti kopervlerkie, Aloeides maluti) 

(Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Bearded Vulture passing over the grassy hills (Foto: André Coetzer) 
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Edward’s Forester (Euphaedra edwardsii) Photo: Raimund Schutte 

 

 
 



Page/Bladsy 21  

J 
ohan Badenhorst has become a regular visitor to 

South African television screens over the past 15 

years. From an series following the historical migra-

tion route of Southern African elephants from Namib-

ia to Mozambique the series, “Voetspore” has grown into a 

popular reality TV series. Voetspore follows the adventures 

of a group of South African explorers on a three month jour-

ney through the African continent. There have already been 

9  seasons, with the latest one currently being aired on SABC 

2. Nearly 40 African countries have already been visited!  

Each season has a theme and takes on routes such as 

Gansbaai to Gabon, Cape to Kilimanjaro, Agulhas to Alexan-

dria. The Voetspore brand has now expanded to an outdoor 

shop which also kits out off-road vehicles. 

 

We met Johan at the Voetspore shop at Woodland Boule-

vard on a Sunday morning to enjoy a cup of coffee with him 

while first chatting about butterflies and what we in LepSoc 

get up to. It is as if we are meeting up with an old friend, the 

conversation flows so easily. As we have seen him on our 

television screens, that is how he is in real life; a humble and 

soft-spoken man with a passion for the African continent, its 

people, its natural beauty, its culture and its history. 

After so many journeys the team have learnt what equip-

ment is needed and what can be left behind (this is in stark 

contrast with many LepSoc members who need a full-sized 

4x4 for a weekend away and then there is only sufficient 

space two people). A well-stocked first-aid kit is a must. A 

relatively new piece of technology that they now take with 

is the “inReach GPS” system that can send SMSs via a satel-

 

 

 
By:  Justin Bode 
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lite and also has an SOS function that can be used in an 

emergency. In case of an emergency, the SOS function is 

activated and the nearest emergency services are dis-

patched. It is even able to post your location to Facebook 

so that family and friends can keep an eye on your pro-

gress. 

While they receive many requests to join them on these 

trips, they are selective with regards to who accompanies 

them as the person needs to be easily adaptable and be 

able to handle the stress that goes with such a journey. 

Imagine sitting on a boat for 28 days with the same 6 peo-

ple and nothing much to keep you entertained. Johan 

seems quite proud when saying their record is nine days 

without a shower or a bath.  Over the course of all the 

episodes there have been a total of eleven differentv 

members who have been on these trips.  

When it comes to communication the biggest change over 

the years is the cell phone coverage over the continent, 

which makes communication much easier than in earlier 

years. Purchasing a local sim card will save money (just do 

not use data). Many places in Africa are also now offering 

free Wi-Fi (not so much the “Dark Continent” anymore). 

What is the one African country he would recommend 

that a person should visit in Africa? It is a difficult ques-

tion to answer but finally he settles on Ethiopia. It is differ-

ent from the rest of the continent, with a rich cultural and 

religious history.  It is also a country of extremes, the High-

lands of Ethiopia reaching over 4,000 m ASL and at the 

other extreme the Afar Depression, which includes the 

lowest point in Africa, at below 100 m ASL.  

Obviously a Voetspore trip takes much planning and re-

search and we get to learn about the many wonders in the 

different countries that have been visited, the White De-

sert in Egypt, Burundi with its wonderful 

waterfalls and the source of the Nile River 

with its amazing coffee. The snow white 

beaches lined with palm trees alongside 

Lake Tanganyika. However, each of the 

countries in Africa has something memo-

rable and unique to see and experience. 

What has been some of the harrowing 

experiences to date? The first one that 

comes to mind was when his son Streicher 

was in a helicopter that collided with over-

head lines and an emergency landing had 

to be made in the road at the start of the 

Agulhas to Alexandria episode. The shock 

only really set in afterwards when the in-

evitable “what if” questions started going 

through the team’s mind. 

Another harrowing experience would probably be their 

experience of being trapped between the sea and sand 

dunes in the infamous “Doodsakker” in Angola where the 

vehicles had to be driven up the dunes to prevent them 

from being washed out to sea. 

The episode currently being aired, “The Great Rift Valley”, 

went so smoothly they did not have any punctures and 

were not stopped at any road blocks on the route. Travel-

ing through Africa is becoming easier if planned well. 

Many countries are becoming more tourist-friendly, for 

example the border crossing between Rwanda and Burun-

di is a pleasure as the customs officials are housed in the 

same building. 

With its bureaucracy, the Democratic Republic of the Con-

go has to date been the most challenging country to travel 

in, however, the attitude towards South Africans is very 

positive and the people are very friendly. The Congo River 

has also been the “wildest” part of Africa that they have 

travelled to date. Days went by without any cell-phone 

signal, with the banks of the river covered in tropical jun-

gle. 

Countries such as Namibia, Botswana, and Zambia, Mala-

wi, Uganda and Kenya are some of the easiest countries to 

travel in. A word of warning for anyone travelling in 

Mozambique – keep an eye on your speed. 

Where to next for this modern day Dr Livingstone? Well 

Madagascar is a destination that is being talked about for 

a future trip. Without any border crossings, it should be a 

little easier and less frustrating then previous trips, alt-

hough the logistics of getting the vehicles to the island are 

a challenge. The “Bulge of Africa” is another area that Jo-
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 han would like to visit, with its interesting history and cul-

tural diversity . 

In light of this interview, and the many adventures in-

volved in traveling anywhere in Africa, it will take a brave 

Lepidopterist or two to pursue the great and wondrous 

diversity of butterflies that grace our splendid continent. 

However, with a bit of planning and the right people a trip 

to any of the African countries can be well worth the extra 

grey hairs! We look forward to some more stories from 

Johan Badenhorst and his team, as well as stories from 

our own buttermoth collectors taking their adventures 

into other countries  of Africa.  bb 

 

 

 

 

Onder: André Coetzer, Justin Bode, Johan Badenhorst en Yolande Bode 
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Photo by: Villiers Steyn 
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W 
hat is the Virtual Museum? 

When people hear the word 

“museum” they often think of 

a building filled with dusty dis-

play cases and stuffed animals. But, the Animal 

Demography Unit’s Virtual Museum (VM) is not 

gathering dust. Our “specimens”, photographic 

records of Africa’s biodiversity, are being used to 

make a difference for conservation in Africa. The 

VM provides a platform for citizen scientists 

(members of the public) to contribute to biodi-

versity mapping projects. We cannot conserve 

Africa’s wonderful biodiversity if we do not know 

where species occur! Up to date distribution 

maps are key for species conservation. The realm 

of biodiversity conservation is no longer only the 

responsibility of trained scientists and park rang-

ers; everybody now has their part to play in con-

servation. It is up to all of us to make a differ-

ence, the future of Africa’s wildlife and natural 

ecosystems are now in our hands. So what can 

you do? You can snap it and map it!  

 

Members of the public are encouraged to submit 

digital photographs to the various projects in the 

VM (e.g. LepiMAP, which is the Atlas of African 

Lepidoptera), along with the locality information 

and the date. Species identifications can be made 

by the observers, but this is not essential, be-

cause the species identifications are made and 

confirmed by a panel of experts for each project. 

Within each VM project there are distribution 

maps and species lists available online, and these 

also serve as conservation and education tools. 

These maps and species lists include VM records 

(that citizen scientists have submitted via the VM 

website at http://vmus.adu.org.za/) as well as 

other distributional records which are contained 

within the Animal Demography Unit’s databases 

(e.g. historical records, bulk uploads, records 

from private collections, expert confirmed 

sightings records). The data from the VM has 

been used in the Red Listing and Atlas of butter-

flies, reptiles, and frogs of southern Africa. This is 

data that is making a real difference in conserva-

tion.  

 

VM records help expand the distribution data-

bases for these various taxa (mammals, reptiles, 

butterflies/moths, dragonflies, mushrooms, lace-

wings, spiders, scorpions etc.); they not only con-

firm the presence of a species at a particular 

point in time, but they also provide new distribu-

tion records for species and sometimes lead to 

extensions of the known range of a species. By 

uploading your photos to the Animal Demogra-

phy Unit’s VM they CAN make a difference for 

biodiversity conservation. Instead of sitting on 

your computer gathering digital dust they can 

form part of a valuable database of biodiversity. 

Let’s take responsibility for biodiversity conserva-

tion, let’s snap it and map it!   bb    

 

http://vmus.adu.org.za/
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I 
nsects form the most species-rich group of 
land animals. Following increased awareness 
of the vital functions insects perform in many 
ecosystems, their conservation has assumed 

considerable worldwide importance (New 2012). 
Butterflies, being the most conspicuous and pop-
ular of the insects, have often been the focus of 
such conservation efforts. South Africa, with its 
high levels of butterfly endemism, has not lagged 
far behind these worldwide initiatives (Ball 2012). 
The conservation of South African butterflies has 
been of significant public importance (e.g. 
Steenkamp & Stein 1999) with several Red Data 
Books and Red Lists being published (Henning & 
Henning 1989, Henning & Henning 1992, Henning 
et al 2009, Mecenero et al 2013). 
   

The Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa (LepSoc) has 
launched the 'Custodians of Rare and Endangered 
Lepidoptera' (COREL) initiative to promote and 
ensure the conservation of threatened South Afri-
can Lepidoptera (Edge 2011a). Due to limited re-
sources, COREL has focussed on 15 Critically En-
dangered South African taxa, of which the 
Stoffberg Widow, Dingana fraterna Henning & 
Henning 1996 (Lepidoptera: Satyrinae) (Fig. 1), is 
one.   
 
LepSoc has  implemented successful conservation 
projects on other threatened South African 
butterflies such as the Brenton Blue, Orachrysops 
niobe (Trimen, 1862) (Edge 2011b), the Roode-
poort Copper, Aloeides dentatis (Swiersta, 1909) 
(Deutschländer & Bredenkamp 1999), and the 

 

 

By Graham Henning & James Lawrence 

The critically endangered Stoffberg widow (Stoffberg weduwee, Dingana fraterna) (Photo:  Raimund Schutte) 
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Heidelberg Copper, Chrysoritis aureus (van Son, 
1966) (Henning et al. 2009).  
 
The genus Dingana van Son, 1955, commonly 
known as the Widow butterflies, comprises seven 
species which are all endemic to southern Africa. 
All species fly in small colonies, have narrow distri-
butions and inhabit high-altitude temperate grass-
lands, preferring steep, rocky south facing moun-
tain slopes (Woodhall 2013). By 2009 three of the 
seven Dingana species were Red-Listed (Henning 
et al. 2009): D. clara (van Son, 1940) as Endan-
gered; D. dingana (Trimen, 1873) as Vulnerable 
and; D. fraterna as Critically Endangered. The 
Stoffberg Widow was described from several spec-
imens collected in 1984, 1986 and 1996. At that 
time this butterfly was only known from a single 
locality a few hectares in size south-west of the 
town of Stoffberg, Mpumalanga, South Africa 
(25⁰27′S; 29⁰50′E; 1600 m a.s.l.)  
 
Very little is known about the ecology and biology 
of this species.  The type locality is situated on the 
steep and rocky south-eastern facing slopes near 

the base of a deep valley on the eastern escarp-
ment of the Highveld plateau. The vegetation is 
grassland interspersed with Protea bushes (Edge 
2011a) and is classified as Rand Highveld Grass-
land (Mucina & Rutherford 2006) [this is not in the 
list of References]. Repeated visits to the type lo-
cality have not recorded any specimens since 
2002. The Red-Listed status is Critically Endan-
gered (Possibly Extinct) in Mecenero, et. al. 2013.  
 
Threats to this population have been identified as 
its restricted range, fire at inappropriate times and 
possible airborne pollution from nearby mining 
operations. The apparent cause of the disappear-
ance from the type locality is inappropriate burn-
ing of the habitat during the adult flight period. 
This butterfly is univoltine, with records from the 
type locality indicating that the adults fly during 
the middle two weeks of October.  
   
After the Stoffberg Widow's disappearance from 
its only known locality, further searches were con-
ducted to find other colonies. The location of po-
tential sites was based on the similarities of topog-

Dindela locality for the Stoffberg Widow (Stoffberg Weduwee, Dingana fraterna)  (Photo: Yolande Bode) 
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raphy, aspect and vegetation to that of the type 
locality. One site, near the township of Dindela, 
South Africa (25⁰03′S; 29⁰46′E; 1860 m a.s.l.),  46 
km N of the type locality was identified as a poten-
tial site. The butterfly was rediscovered on the 20 
October 2014 by James Lawrence at this site. A 
total of 17 butterflies were observed on this day, 
all initially limited to an area of roughly one hec-
tare. A further two visits were made to the site at 
two weekly intervals, and the butterfly was found 
to be more widespread over the South facing 
mountain slope. A total of 48 butterflies were ob-
served over the three visits, with the last individu-
al (a worn female) observed on the 15 November 
2014 by Martin Lunderstedt.  
  
Although based on limited observations at pre-
sent, there are several differences between this 
newly discovered locality and that of the type lo-
cality. The new population flies later in the year 
and with a longer adult flight period. The locality is 
also at a much higher elevation of 1850m, while 
the type locality is at 1680m. It would appear that 
the small lower altitude type locality may only 
have been a satellite of the main population which 
we have now found.  
Members of the Lepidopterists’ Society are cur-
rently breeding the early stages of this species. 
The early stages of the Widow butterflies are very 
poorly known and take up to a year to complete. 
Like many Satyrinae, Widow butterflies scatter 

eggs while on the wing. Even though many 
Satyrinae can be bred on numerous grass species, 
finding the natural larval food plant will be chal-
lenging.  Information on the early and adult stage 
requirements will assist in identifying further po-
tential colony sites.  
On site observations indicate that adult butterflies 
roost in rocky areas, possibly looking for suitable 
microclimatic conditions.  Work will be carried out 
on identifying the important biotic and abiotic re-
quirements of the adult butterflies. As this butter-
fly is still only known from a single extant site, 
finding further colonies or suitable sites is a con-
servation priority. The short flight period and spe-
cialized habitat requirements of this species will 
make finding other colonies difficult, although 
there are other more inaccessible localities to be 
investigated during the next flight period. Once a 
more complete understanding of its habitat re-
quirements is gained, the potential for introducing 
this species back to the type locality and other po-
tential sites can be considered. 
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W 
ith over 90 species of butterfly, and more 

than a hand full of "Kalahari specials", 

Witsand Nature Reserve is an oasis for 

the butterfly fanatic looking to get ac-

quainted with some of the arid region butterflies. Ranging 

from the most common of bugs, to the most rare and elu-

sive, whether you are staying two days, or a whole week, 

Witsand never fails to keep you wondering what you may 

find next!  

 

Witsand is neatly situated about halfway between Kimber-

ley and Upington, with Postmasburg and Olifantshoek being 

the closest towns. A fairly horrible stretch of road greets 

you when driving from Olifantshoek, with huge dongas, and 

corrugations which leave you VERY grateful for arriving in 

one piece, greeted by a friendly reception who will probably 

tell you that the road is "looking good these days" com-

pared to how it was!! It's often noted as a good stop-over 

for travellers between any of the Northern Cape's destina-

tions, but in its own right is a great destination in itself.  

For many of the "butterfly twitchers" that find themselves 

at Witsand for the first time, their first urges are to get to 

the top of the koppies, or sand dunes, in the hopes of see-

ing something small and rare, or big and red, flying around 

the peaks, especially the rather dull looking Langberg 

Mountains. Don't be fooled! Many have suffered heat 

stroke, sprained ankles, and even some friendships lost 

over those mountains and dunes! Most of the good bugs 

avoid the tops, and in the Kalahari heat, when you have 

spent the whole morning dying up a mountain, or parading 

5 steps forward 3 steps back through the sand dunes, just 

to find the only bug greeting you is a lonely Wandering Don-

key or a hyperactive Lemon traveller, then you soon realise 

that it's not as much fun as it seemed from way back at the 

chalets!  

Which brings me to the accommodation. Although Witsand 

has various accommodation types to offer, butterfly people 

By Vaughan Jessnitz 

 

 

Langeberge near Witsand 

Nature Reserve  

(Photo: Vaughan Jessnitz) 
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usually book Chalet no 7, as this is right in the spot where Rein-

ier Terblanche discovered the very first Kalahari hairtail back in 

1994. Since then all of the specimens have been found practical-

ly everywhere EXCEPT at chalet 7, but like you'll soon learn, the 

Kalahari has that sort of sense of humour!  

 

 

 

Top Left: Kalahari Hairtail (Kalahari-kortstertjie, Anthene 

lindae) 

Top Right: Kalahari Acraea (Kalahari-rooitjie, Acraea 

trimeni) 

Above: Lygus Acraea (Sonrooitjie, Acraea lygus) 

Below: Dusky Marbled Sapphire (Donker Marmersaffier, 

Stugeta subinfuscata)  

(Photos:  Vaughan Jessnitz) 
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The swimming pool, not more than 200m 

from the chalet, is a great spot not only 

to cool off from the harsh Kalahari sun, 

but also to find some great butterflies! 

Splash a bit of the pools water on the 

bricks and enjoy the multitude of little 

lycaenids from the Topaz Blues, to the awesomely variable 

Griqua Pies (which spark many a debate on the connection 

between meleana-griqua-hespris, but leave that for the eve-

nings after the 3rd G&T and just before the meat goes on the 

braai and the Port comes out!) as well as some Kalahari Or-

ange Tips and even, with enough splashing, and a bit of luck, 

a mint female Trimen's Acraea might come swooping in over 

the Sweet-thorns and have a drink too! They can be rather 

wary, but will return again eventually if you missed them the 

first time around! 

 

A lazy walk from the pool to the recep-

tion allows one time to notice the real-

ly pale Coppers (Aloeides species) along the way, an adaption 

to a more desert environment I have been told, as well as 

nice Dusky Sapphires in the mistletoe. These are quite easy 

to photograph, but very hard to actually catch, as the first 

hint of harassment causes them to just flutter deeper into 

the Anti-net stuff called ‘Swarthaak’ (Acacia mellifera)!  

The Kiosk at the reception is not that well stocked these 

days, so make sure to bring everything! But things like ice 

and cold drinks are usually available. There is no official fuel 

station, but they do have emergency Jerry-cans most of the 

Langberg Mountain range taken by Vaughan Jessnitz 

Left: Dune Copper (Duine-kopervlerkie, Aloeides simplex) 

Middle: A Sesiid moth 

Right: Robber Fly with a Geometrid moth 

(Photos: Vaughan Jessnitz) 
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time.    

A short drive out to the bird hide takes one past one of many 

colonies of Kroon's Coppers, as well as all sorts of other small 

butterflies, and along the Eastern face of the hill one drives 

to the hide, is a good spot to check for the Kalahari hairtail. 

This little butterfly has evaded entomologists and butter-

fly collectors for years, so do not expect to find it straight 

away, and count yourself lucky if you do! Their little cater-

pillars feed on the Camel-thorn trees, so that is the best 

place to find the adults too.  

 

 

 

 

Top: Dune Copper (Duine-kopervlerkie, Aloeides simplex) 

Bottom: Langberg Mountain range 

(Photos:  Vaughan Jessnitz) 



Page/Bladsy 34  

I 
 developed an interest in moths during school days in 

England. I was lucky enough to attend a school with a 

vibrant Natural History club, where we learnt about 

everything from birds to trees and Lepidoptera. My 

main interest was an arm of the club which specialised in 

insects. Several of my school buddies were into moths and 

quite a few reared caterpillars and caught their moths by 

various means. With only 64 butterfly species in the UK, the 

magic of some 2000 moth species was quite seductive. My 

early loner attempts consisted of examining brick walls, and 

beating bushes with a hockey stick. A few moths would fly 

out and be readily captured either with my school cap or by 

hand. The piece de resistance was the occasional Garden 

Tiger resting in glorious beauty on the garden wall. 

At night, we would examine various trees with our bicycle 

lamps looking for hawk moth and various hook tip caterpil-

lars many of which only fed in the dark. We would also 

spend hours below street lamps, net in hand, waiting for the 

odd low flyer. Privet hedges and oak trees were a good 

source, and in the hop gardens one could sometimes find 

beautiful Tussock moth caterpillars resplendent in green and 

yellow with beautiful tufts along their backs. 

Later I discovered the Watkins and Doncaster catalogues, 

available only by post in those days. I greatly desired a real 

moth trap, and their Heath trap and Robinson MV light traps 

were the best in the world at that time. Unfortunately, such 

wonders were way outside the purchasing power of my pa-

per-round job. I well remember constructing my first trap 

from an old tea chest with a round hole cut in the lid. By 

bending some fence wire to hold a bulb holder (rescued 

By:  Bill Steele 

A large number of Mopane moths (Imbrasia belina), other moths and insects gathering at a neon lamp in Musina  

(Photo: André Coetzer) 
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from an old bed-side lamp), I was able to use a 100 Watt 

filament bulb as my attracting device. It actually worked, 

although not too well. Later I discovered that daylight fila-

ment bulbs (those are the ones that look pale blue) were a 

little more effective. This clumsy contraption travelled to 

many relatives’ gardens; but being mains powered, it never 

got to the woodlands where I most wanted to be. That was 

the epitome of my English moth collecting, soon to be 

shoved into the background by girlfriends, GCEs and Univer-

sity, and finally work as a Missile Engineer. 

In 1970 the family decided to immigrate to South Africa, and 

I began to prepare for what I believed to be an entomologi-

cal and fly-fishing paradise (and so it proved to be). I treated 

myself to a Watkins and Doncaster Heath U/V trap, a set of 

setting boards, and a second hand Victorian cabinet. We 

initially settled in Kempton Park, and I began collecting in 

the garden. I soon realised that many of the really beautiful 

moths and butterflies were not so common in town on the 

high veld. It was then that I began to specialise in butterflies 

(have you any idea how truly beautiful a Pansy is when you 

have never seen one before) and although the odd moth 

came my way, I did not really go for them. Time flew by, I 

met wonderful people in the Lepidopterists Society, my son 

Ryan grew up, net in hand; we built-up a fine collection, and 

we learned to respect conservation objectives. 

In 2012 my wife remarked that I was a touch too old to be 

climbing mountains and entering tropical forests with noth-

ing but a bug net. “Take up moths” she suggested. So, some 

5 cabinets later, some wonderful bush collecting trips, and a 

few thousand moths, I have to agree she was right. I had 

forgotten how wonderful moth collecting can be, but here I 

am reborn to moths and thoroughly enjoying it. Today the 

approach is more professional, supported by the right 

equipment and a lot of hard earned know-how. 

Possibly the biggest off-put in African mothing, is discover-

ing the names of the specimens you catch. Initially, there 

seems to be little information available and the task looks 

daunting. In fact it need not be! Admittedly there are some 

18000 species in Southern Africa alone, and there is still very 

much to be learnt. Firstly, any member of Lepsoc is able to 

easily avail themselves of a copy of Lepidops. This is a vast 

A moth trap at work in Zululand (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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repository of information and pictures of African moths. 

Then there is Pinhey’s Moths of Southern Africa and several 

other works by European authors on the various families. As 

well as this, sites such as AfroMoths, Charaxes, The Central 

African Museum, the British Natural History Museum, and 

the African Moths sites provide an enormous base of identi-

fication pictures. Today, it is quite possible to purchase disc 

based versions of the great works by Seitz from e-bay sites. 

Put all of this together, and it represents an enormous 

source of information. 

Some moth-ers like to specialise in individual families (there 

are for example more Geometridae in Africa than butter-

flies), others enjoy catching and researching everything. In 

either case your purse is likely to limit your ambitions – 

there are an enormous number of moths, and many are 

commonly found. Like all entomology there are also really 

rare species and indeed many (sometimes common species) 

about which almost nothing is known. 

Besides the night flying moths, there are very many day fly-

ers, and this may also determine the direction you wish to 

go. In this article we will look at the methods for the night-

flyers and how to set about it. You will also discover that 

moth trapping can be a family activity to be enjoyed by 

adults and youngsters alike. I have a very accomplished 4 

year old granddaughter who could be described as moth 

crazy – she loves the nights by the lighted traps and the fun 

of catching moths (moffs as she calls them). 

Before we get into the actual methods, it should be noted 

that some environmental effects can seriously impact your 

chances of success. Firstly the moon can completely ruin a 

night’s mothing. A full moon seems to send out a “no-fly” 

message and a full moon with a no-cloud sky can be a disas-

ter. However, it is sometimes possible to have some success 

on such nights by operating the trap before the moon rises 

or after it has set. 

Cold clear nights can keep the moths down, and what usual-

ly happens then, is that moths will fly for the first two or 

three hours of darkness and then stop as the cold sets in. 

Additionally, a weather depression moving in will also put 

moths down, sometimes sufficiently to cause a completely 

blank evening. Well, that covers the bad things but some 

things are entirely good. Cloud cover can negate the bad 

effects of a full moon and bring the moths out in numbers. 

Rain also appears to have a good effect. It does not bother 

the moths and they fly freely in it. Perhaps best of all is a 

foggy warm night with no moon, when one can expect thou-

sands of moths to be on the wing. However, the cherry on 

the top in my experience is the hour preceding a storm and 

sometimes on a warm night, the hour after it has passed. 

Some moths are acclimatised to their environment and as 

an example I well remember a night in Sutherland with the 

temperature at 4 degrees, my brave wife was at my side, 

and moths were coming in from all directions. But then 

Sutherland is always a very cold place, and these moths 

were used to it. 

High winds can be a put down, but moths still fly in this. Just 

ensure the MV light is on the downwind side of the trap, 

since the moths often prefer to fly up wind. 

Lights 

Moths will come to anything from candles to very powerful 

mercury vapour (MV) bulbs, but (an important but) different 

species have different preferences for lights. Some Limaco-

dae for instance will prefer an ordinary high wattage incan-

descent filament light to U/V. Ordinary white fluorescent 

tubes will attract hawk moths and even Emperors. High fre-

quency U/V lights (deep black light) on the other hand, will 

reap a rich number of beetles and rather few moths. In gen-

eral, the most effective lights are the Mercury Vapour bulbs 

between 150 and 400 Watts. Best runner up is without 

doubt the U/V tubes (such as used in mosquito traps), and 

then another effective light is white light fluorescent tubes 

ideally mixed with a dark U/V bulb. A few moths will come 

to fluorescent green bulbs, interestingly these are species 

which would normally ignore U/V lights. Black light disco 

fluorescent lights are very attractive to Hawk moths. Some 

The Hummingbird Hawk moth (Macroglossum stellatarum) feeding on 

flowers at Mariepskop (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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moths have no interest in any lights and will simply fly 

straight past. Some Erebidae are in this latter category. Yel-

low, orange and red lights have proved attractive to Cica-

das, but are ignored by moths. 

Basic Mains Powered Sheet Trap 

In my opinion the best general method, and possibly one of 

the easiest to assemble, is a white sheet with an MV light. 

The whole family can gather around one of these and enjoy 

some sociable mothing. Start by purchasing two white non 

pocketed single bed sheets. Wash these sheets in ‘Omo’ 

powder before every trip. ‘Omo’ contains fluorescing parti-

cles which brighten the sheet considerably. You will need 2 

rods (I used ½” copper pipe) each the same width as the 

sheet. Fasten the sheet width-wise at each end to the rods 

using small plastic cable clamps. Spread the sheet out and 

join a length of ski rope along what will be the top of the 

sheet (also with cable clamps). At the top of each tube now 

tie guy ropes such that there are 2 at each end. These will 

be fixed into the soil using tent pegs. The two guy ropes at 

each end provide stability and strength to handle wind. 

Take a sharp knife and cut vertical slots in the sheet roughly 

10cms long. These will allow the wind to pass through the 

sheet (they are essential).  When mothing, lay the second 

sheet on the floor lengthways, and mount the trap sheet 

vertically over it along the centre. Use rocks to hold the 

sheet down. This acts as a catching area for falling moths 

and is a must!  Buy yourself a portable 160 watt mercury 

vapour light and place it approximately half a meter away 

and at the centre of the sheet. In order to get complete 

light coverage, you may need to place a rock under the light 

stand frame in order to raise the beam. Always keep a spare 

bulb to hand! 

Always remember that MV bulbs may explode if exposed to 

rain. I cover this eventuality by placing a chair over the lamp 

and then placing a T tray on top.  

Assassin bugs and wasps occasionally visit the sheet and 

children need to be advised about these. 

Moths are captured in small clear plastic bank type bags 

(Ziplocks). Open the bags by rubbing the lock between 

thumb and fingers (in this way they can be opened with one 

hand). Place the bag over the moth, allow it to move right 

into the bag and lock the bag. The bags are then placed in a 

plastic kitchen box, which at the end of the session is placed 

in the freezer. Remember to place all these bags in a larger 

Ziplock, and place a detail label in the bag – failure to do 

this may lead to later confusion. The moths then stay in a 

freezer environment until needed for setting. You will find 

that if properly sealed they will remain relaxed for at least 6 

months. 

A Geometrid moth that has just fallen prey to a crab spider (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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The sheet method also provides excellent opportunity for 

photography. A real advantage of this sheet method is that 

each resting moth can be examined and only those needed 

specimens are selected leaving the rest free. One can also 

leave the sheet operating throughout the night. I make a 

point of rising before dawn to select any moths I may need. 

As the light comes up the others will fly off. Also make a 

point of searching the surrounding area, Some Monkey 

moths, Hawk moths and Lasiocampids will rest in the grass 

and are easily picked up. One risk of leaving the sheet oper-

ating all night is that some small mammals (particularly 

mongooses) are quite capable of raiding it, and even break-

ing precious MV lamps. 

The MV set-up used above uses a choked bulb. The circuitry 

for this is contained within the portable light case. One can 

also buy non-choked MV bulbs. However these bulbs pro-

duce less light and very much less UV since they operate at 

lower frequencies. The coding on the bulb indicates its type 

and frequency. Some bulbs produce zero UV and instead 

produce halogenic frequency light. It is important to ensure 

that you have a high frequency UV bulb in your set-up. Sodi-

um vapour yellow light bulbs have no effect on moths and 

may even be a deterrent. 

Leaving a trap in situ for a long time may have undesirable 

effects as pointed out by Hermann Staude. First nasties to 

arrive are the spiders – usually arriving by the second night. 

Often on the third night the local ants may find your trap (if 

this happens definitely move on). The next arrival will be 

toads and frogs, and by the fifth night you may well find 

snakes arriving to feed on the toads. Motto: keep moving 

the trap. 

Please take note that your power source is important when 

choosing locations. If you are outside the cable range of the 

house, you will need a generator and fuel to provide the 

220V supply. A small (less than 1KVA) generator is suffi-

cient. Find a low sound generator (it might cost more). 

Noisy generators in a pristine forest are unpleasant. 

An alternative to the delicate MV bulbs is to use fluores-

cents (still requiring mains power). I use a two tube fluores-

cent portable light (which has its own stand). These can be 

improved by inserting a fluorescent bank note UV reader 

between the white fluorescents – this will also need its own 

choke. It is remarkably efficient and strangely really effec-

tive in fog. It can also be shone on the sheet or indeed any 

white wall, should you forget the sheet set-up. However, 

these lights generate heat within the casing, and it is im-

portant to drill holes (approximately 6mm dia) along the top 

and bottom of the lens to ensure an air flow over the bulbs. 

Also note that some manufacturers use UV filter glass for 

the lens (this completely negates the best effect of the 

light). Ensure the lens is crystal clear (no milkiness present, 

or equally important that a clear lens does not appear 

blackish). 

Should you need to marry plugs and sockets carrying mains 

power in the open, they are easily kept dry with a plastic 

bag tied tightly over the join.  bb 

The early stages of the lunar moth (Maanmot, Argema mimosa)  

(Photos: Andre Coetzer) 
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G 
onometa postica (Walker) and Gonometa ru-

fobrunnea (Aurivillius) are two wild silk moth 

species (Lasiocampidae), which are currently of 

great socio-economic interest in their native 

southern and East African regions due to the high quality silk 

derived from their cocoons. They are  a valuable natural 

resource and yield an opportunity for employment in rural 

South Africa. However, the collapse of small-scale industries 

utilising these moths (e.g. Shashe Silk in Botswana) has ex-

emplified the need to better understand the species. To 

sustainably harvest Gonometa silk, an understanding of the 

abiotic and biotic factors influencing Gonometa geograph-

ical ranges, and the ecological drivers of Gonometa fine-

scaled distributions is required. Current efforts for the de-

termination of current and future Gonometa species distri-

butions, the environmental variables and biotic variables 

which shape the distributions and the determinants of para-

sitism levels of G. postica are being investigated at the De-

partment of Plant Sciences, University of Pretoria.  

One study used species distribution modelling (SDM) − a 

tool which utilises species occurrence data in conjunction 

with environmental variables that potentially influence spe-

cies ranges (e.g. annual mean temperature, precipitation 

seasonality and maximum temperature) − to predict the 

southern and East African distributions of G. postica and G. 

rufobrunnea for the current climate and under future cli-

mate change (for 2070). One criticism of SDMs is that they 

frequently model species distributions using climate data 

only, and often overlook the role of biotic interactions in 

shaping species distributions, particularly at broad scales. 

However, this study investigated the role of biotic (moth-

host plant) interactions in shaping Gonometa species distri-

butions by incorporating maps of host plant distributions 

into the SDMs as a proxies these interactions. Overall, G. 

rufobrunnea models performed poorly, making it difficult to 

draw reliable conclusions from the results. Contrary to what 

was expected, inclusion of the moth-host plant interaction 

did not improve model performance for G. postica. Despite 

this, host plant distribution remained an important predic-

tor of Gonometa distributions.  Results suggested that host 

plant distributions and certain climatic variables may be 

important in shaping Gonometa species distributions be-

yond local extents. 

In addition to host plants as a potentially important biotic 

variable shaping species distributions, the occurrence of 

natural enemies may also have important effects upon spe-

cies populations. One such natural enemy of Gonometa spe-

cies are insect parasitoids. A parasitoid is an organism in 

which the life stage includes a free-living adult and a para-

sitic larval stage, common in the insect orders Hymenoptera 

and Diptera. Foraging parasitoids may first locate the 

hosts’ (i.e. herbivore) food plant and the host plant architec-

ture may serve as a key visual cue for host finding. Para-

sitism levels may thus be influenced by both the host and 

hosts’ food plant characteristics. Gonometa species experi-

ence high mortality levels due to parasitoids, a serious chal-

lenge for the silk industry. In addition, cocoons which are 

intact and not damaged produce a higher quantity and qual-

ity of silk than those which have been damaged by eclosion 

holes of parasitoids. Previously, the parasitoid species of G. 

postica and G. rufobrunnea have been investigated and semi 

captive rearing techniques have been found to partially re-

duce parasitism levels. A second study involves the investi-

gation into the role of how host plant and Gonometa postica 

characteristics affect parasitism levels and will improve the 

understanding of foraging techniques of 

parasitoid species and methods to re-

duce parasitoid impacts upon the eco-

nomically important Gonometa species, 

ultimately enhancing the development 

of a sustainable harvesting strategy of 

silken cocoons.  bb 

By:  Morgan Raath and Isabelle Buyens  

Department of plant sciences, University of Pretoria 

The distribution and parasitism of the African wild silk moths Gonometa postica and Gonometa ru-

fobrunnea  

 

Photo  by: Isabelle Byuens 
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By: Allison Sharp 

T 
he Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) is a group 

for people who love rearing caterpillars. The 

main purpose of the CRG is to gather all infor-

mation on the caterpillar – adult – host-plant 

associations in Africa. To do this we have called on citizen 

scientists to help rear as many caterpillars as possible 

through to the adult stage, noting the host-plants used by 

these caterpillars and submitting the data gathered to a 

single caterpillar rearing data catalogue. 

Now is a good time to go caterpillar hunting, as it is early 

in the butterfly season, and many caterpillars will be out 

and about, feeding on the fresh foliage. Here are some 

pointers on how to find caterpillars in order to rear them. 

This is the most exciting part about caterpillar rearing. 

Once you know what signs to look for, finding caterpillars 

becomes great fun. Caterpillars may be found on basically 

ANY plant. These critters may be masters of disguise and 

finding them isn’t always as simple as just spotting a cat-

erpillar on a leaf. Here are a few signs to look for on the 

plants: 

Frass – Caterpillars are tiny “poop factories”. All they ever 

do is eat and poop so look out for small little black balls 

under the plants or on the leaves etc. Where there is frass 

there is bound to be a munching caterpillar! Unless he has 

already moved off and pupated. 

Feeding damage to leaves—There are various types of 

feeding damage caused by caterpillars. The most common 

is big pieces eaten out of the leaf, but there are other 

signs. White squiggling lines or blotches on a leaf may be 

caused by a leaf miner living between the leaf cuticles or 

by a caterpillar eating the top layer of the leaf. Also note 

that damage may be caused by other insects like beetles 

and grasshoppers. Always turn 

leaves around as many caterpil-

lars will be found on the under-

side of leaves. 

 

Webs—Not only spiders may form webs in plants. Some 

caterpillars create quite big web-like shelters. Some may 

even live in groups sharing such shelters. These “nests” 

are usually formed along the stems of plants. 

 

Folded or pulled together leaves. Some caterpillars will 

fold a piece of the leaf over forming a safe place to hide 

during the day, or in which to feed, by using silk threads. 

Others may pull multiple leaves together forming a pro-

tective cluster, including stem tips. Care should be taken 

when opening these clusters or folded leaves as not only 

Photo by:  Allison Sharp 

Photo by:  Allison Sharp 

Photo by:  Allison Sharp 



Page/Bladsy 42  

 caterpillars do this but some spiders and crickets do so too. 

Also watch out as the caterpillar may drop out immediately 

or when opening the leaves. 

 

Shedded skin—All caterpillars shed their skins multiple times 

throughout their lives. These are left behind on the leaf or 

stem and are a good indicator of their presence. 

Frass tunnels—Some caterpillars live within the stems of 

plants. These caterpillars sometimes feed on the bark of the 

tree. They form a silk tunnel as they feed, covered in frass. 

This is easily noticed on a tree but getting to the caterpillar 

within the stem during the day may be a bit difficult. 

 

Flowers—Caterpillars LOVE flowers. Almost every flowering 

plant will have some kind of caterpillar feeding on its flowers. 

This is almost a sure fire way of finding one! 

 

Although these signs are handy in finding most caterpillars, 

there are a few that need a bit more work to find: 

Lichen, moss and algae feeders—These caterpillars feed on 

lichens, mosses and algae growing on rocks and trees etc. 

Flipping rocks may produce a caterpillar living or sheltering 

underneath. These may either be lichen feeders or even cat-

erpillars just searching for a suitable pupation site or suitable 

plants for feeding. Lichen feeders are often well camou-

flaged, looking just like the lichen they feed on. 

 

Grass Feeders—Many of these caterpillars move down to 

the roots of the grass, or tunnel in the ground by day and 

only come out to feed at night. To find them you might 

need to go searching at night with a torch 

The “decorators”. Some caterpillars take it to the next level 

when it comes to camouflage. They stick bits of leaves, flow-

ers or even frass on their backs. Some neatly construct grass 

stems or twigs around their bodies. So if you see a walking 

bundle of leaf litter it might be a caterpillar in “extreme ca-

mo”. 

 

Photo by:  Allison Sharp 
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  The three most popular methods used for finding caterpillars 

are: 

1. Spotting. This is the obvious one of just relying on spotting 

the caterpillar hiding on the plant during the day. 

2. Night Search. This entails going out with a torch and look-

ing for caterpillars that are out feeding at night. 

 

These first two methods are the preferred ones because, in 

addition to being the most productive methods once you 

have developed a search image for caterpillars, they also 

allow you to observe what the caterpillars are doing, where 

they shelter and how they feed, undisturbed. Observe what 

the caterpillar is doing when disturbed for instance by pred-

atory ants, rather than being the one causing the disturb-

ance. The third method is: 

3. Bush shaking or beating. This method only works with 

certain types of caterpillars and plants. Placing a beating tray 

designed for this, an upside down umbrella or a white sheet 

under a bush or tree and shaking or beating the branches 

may produce a few “drop outs”. Some caterpillars will drop 

out of a tree or plant when frightened. Some of them use a 

silk safety line and may just dangle from the branch after it 

was shaken. This works best on days that aren’t too windy. 

Extreme care should be taken not to damage the plants 

when using this method. It does not work for plants with 

fragile stems such as Protea or Ochna, but works well in 

tough fynbos or thorn trees. 

Lastly, you may also just stumble upon a caterpillar walking 

across your path. These caterpillars are usually on their way 

to pupate but may also be walking to a new food source if 

the old one has run out, or it may have fallen out of its food-

plant, or it may be one of the specialist ‘woolly bears’ that 

feed on many plants. 

Please note if you want to look for caterpillars within re-

serves, you will require a permit. If you are a LepSoc mem-

ber you may be eligible to get one by participating in various 

Lepsoc projects for which permits are available. Please con-

tact your area branch council member. Even with a permit 

you need to inform the reserve about your intentions. For 

some provinces, you also require a provincial nature conser-

vation permit even when collecting caterpillars outside a 

reserve. If you are going to be looking for caterpillars on 

property that is obviously owned by someone (e.g. a holiday 

resort, garden, wine estate, school grounds, etc.), try and get 

their permission first – people are generally keen and very 

interested, but need to be informed. 

Good luck and Happy Caterpillar Hunting! 

(This article was adapted from a file available on the Face-
book Caterpillar Rearing Group page - https://
www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/?fref=ts, please 
visit this page to obtain the full file on how to find and rear 
caterpillars).  bb 
 

Photo by:  Herman Staude 
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T 
oe Pierre my in April 2009 na my nuwe tuiste op 

die oewer van die Malawi meer in Chipoka, 

Malawi bring en ons inry op ons werf, het ek 

gedink: Sjoe… hier gaan tuinmaak maar knor, dis 

een groot sandduin! Dankie tog die meer is so pragtig…   

Die halfklaar huis het gestaan op ‘n stuk kaal sand, met hier 
en daar ‘n palmpie of boompie wat Pierre al aan die gang 
gekry het, en ‘n paar wilde doringbome. Die omgewing was 
groen, want die reënseisoen was pas verby. Hier reën dit 
van Desember tot begin April feitlik daagliks, maar verder 
geen enkele druppel nie! Die groot vaalte wat dan alles 
verswelg, het die behoefte aan ‘n groen oasis baie sterk laat 
opvlam.  

Ons het baie gou geleer dat dit futiel was om enigiets in die 

oopte te probeer plant. Die tropiese son het alles eenvoudig 

in die warm sand verskroei. Die veeldoelige Moringa het 

egter tot ons redding gekom. Hierdie boom het van kleins af 

‘n knol onder die grond wat dit help oorleef waar min ander 

dinge kan, en ons het honderde orals ingedruk (en later 

weer meeste uitgehaal). Die blare het my aan maidenhair 

varings herinner en die vars groenigheid en trosse geurige, 

wit blomme was ‘n lafenis. Voëls en skoenlappers het die 

vars bron van nektar ontdek en skielik was daar meer as ‘n 

paar verdwaalde duiwe en sysies om die huis. In die 

koeltekolletjies wat ontstaan het, kon ons bome en struike 

vestig en selfs stukkies grasperk aanplant. Die effek was 

eksponensieel. Met temperature wat selde onder 19°C daal 

en die voortdurende bron van water uit die Meer, aangedra 

deur ‘n spannetjie Malawiers met kru tuisgemaakte gieters, 

het alles eenvoudig gedy. Kort voor lank het ‘n koel, groen 

kombersie oor die kaal sand gekruip, bome het koelte 

gemaak en die son het al minder gebyt. 

As skoenlapper-entoesiaste was nektar- en voedselplante 

natuurlik vir ons baie belangrik. Skaars 10 km van ons af, 

teen die berge, het ons skoenlappers gevind wat ook hier 

kon gedy mits genoeg van hulle voedselplante hier sou 

voorkom. Byna alles was egter uitgekap of afgebrand. 

Alhoewel ons ‘n groot veskeidenheid struike, bome, rankers 

en grondbedekkers hervestig het vir hierdie doel, en ‘n 

groot getal skoenlappers hulle intrek geneem het, sal ek 

myself moet beperk tot die drie voedselplante wat, na my 

mening, die grootste trekpleisters was:  

Op Peulmahonie (Pod Mahogany, Afzelia quanzensis ) broei 

die volgende (ons vind 17 verskillende Charaxes in ons 

tuin!): 

 Reuse Dubbelstert (Giant Charaxes, C. castor 

flavifasciatus) 

 Little Charaxes (C. baumanni whytei) 

 Violet-dubbelstert (Violet-spotted Charaxes,  

Charaxes violetta melloni  

 Bosprins-dubbelstert (Blue-spotted Charaxes, C. 

cithaeron nyasae) 

 Koppie-dubbelstert (Foxy Charaxes, C. jasius 

Deur Joy Le Roux 

Die uitsig vanaf die meer na die huis en tuin toe (Foto: André Coetzer) 
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saturnus) 

 Vlam-dubbelstert (Flame-bordered Charaxes, C. 

protoclea azota) 

 Blou savanna-dubbelstert (Blue Savannah 

Charaxes, C. etesipe tavatensis ) 

 Boskoning-dubbelstert (Forest King Charaxes, C. 

xiphares woodi) 

 Red Coast Charaxes (Charaxes macclounii). Ons 

vind hulle ook gereeld besig om eiers te lê op ons 

inheemse bamboes (Wild Bamboo, Oxytenanthera 

obyssinica). 

Ons het twee spesies Seepbessie (Soap-berry, Deinbollia 

spp) en daarop kry ons: 

 Violet-dubbelstert (Violet-spotted Charaxes,  

Charaxes violetta melloni  

 Skaduwee-dansertjie (Gold-banded Forester, 

Euphaedra neophron neophron) 

 Woudkoningin (Forest Queen, Charaxes wakefieldi) 

 Perskemot (Peach Moth, Egybolus vaillantina) 

Die afgelope reënseisoen het die Skaduwee-dansers ons 

tuin oorgeneem en die Seepbessies het krioel van die 

delikate ligblou larwes, terwyl papies soos Kersversierings 

rondgehang het. Die skoenlappers was orals en daar is 

selfs nou, in die middel van die winter, ‘n paar. Dieselfde 

met die Perskemotte. Wat ‘n vreugde! 

Ons het ook Asystasia spp. aangeplant. Hierdie uiters 

gewilde nektarplant met sy vlesige wortelstelsel is ‘n 

kosbare en aantreklike grondbedekker in ons sandwêreld. 

Dit is ook die voedselplant van die volgende skoenlappers 

in ons tuin: 

 Geel Gesiggie (Yellow Pansy, Junonia hierta 

cebrene) 

 Blou Gesiggie (Blue Pansy, Junonia oenone oenone) 

 Gewone Na-aper (Common Diadem, Hypolimnas 

missipus) 

 Bruin-blaarvlerk (Brown Commodore, Junonia 

natalica natalica) 

 Bos-blaarvlerk (Soldier Commodore, Junonia terea 

elgiva)     

 In ses jaar het ons tuin gegroei van ‘n kaal stuk sand tot ‘n 

lowergroen, tropiese oase vol voëllewe en skoenlappers 

wat aan ons, en talle besoekers, groot vreugde bring. Ons 

werkers is trots op wat hulle help vermag het en die 

plaaslike bevolking gebruik die tuin vir troufoto’s en 

kerkkoor-video’s, en weet dat plantmateriaal gratis 

beskikbaar is as hulle ook wil tuimaak. En altyddeur word 

die verhaal van bewaring en koestering van die natuur 

ingeweef. Mag dit tog iewers aanklank vind en ‘n verskil 

maak!  bb 

 

Foto: Joy Le Roux 

Links onder: Twee Vlamdubbelstert (Flame-bordered Charaxes, Charaxes 

protoclea azota) larwes.  Die geel larwe  gaan binnekort ‘n papie maak. 

(Foto: André Coetzer) 

Regs onder: Joy en Pierre in hulle tuin 

 

Volgende bladsy 

Links bo: twee skaduweedansertjies 

Regs bo: ‘n Skaduweedansertjie (Gold-banded forester, Euphaedra neo-

phron) papie 

Onder: ‘n Skaduweedansertjie (Gold-banded forester, Euphaedra neophron) 

larwe 
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 500g spiral pasta 
 2  tablespoon olive oil 
 1 onion, thinly sliced 
 500g pepperoni salami, thinly sliced (or any 

sausage or combination such as Cabannossi, 
Russians, Chorizo, etc) 

 400g can whole tomatoes (or chopped toma-
toes – but whole are preferable) 

 ½ cup Cream 
 ½  teaspoon ground oregano 
 Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
 1 - 2  tablespoon chopped parsley 
 

Add pasta gradually to a large pan of boiling water, 
boil rapidly, uncovered for about 10 minutes or until 
just tender; drain 
While the pasta is cooking, heat oil in large pan, add 
onion and pepperoni (or other sausages), cook, stir-
ring a few minutes or until onion is lightly browned. 

Add the crushed tomatoes and oregano, salt and 
pepper, bring to the boil, reduce heat, simmer uncov-
ered for a few minutes. 
Remove from heat, stir in cream and parsley, then 
pasta; mix well 
Heat gently; serve immediately 
Serves 6 
 
NOTE: This is my family’s all-time favourite, quick 
supper dish.  Brilliant when camping! The quantities 
can be increased or reduced but it is delicious cold as 
leftovers. 
If you are out camping and only have one cooker, 
cook the sauce first, then the pasta. Once they are 
mixed, heat through gently for a minute or so. 
The sauce, without the chopped parsley and cream, 
can also be made ahead of time then added to the 
freshly cooked pasta together with the cream and 
parsley and heated through.  bb 

 
 

By:  Jenny Sharland 

Photo by:  Peter Sharland 
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Photo by:  Peter Sharland 

The aim of this series is to help people separate different species and groups of butterflies. Initially we will be discussing the com-
mon garden butterflies, especially those found across South Africa, but future editions will cover some of the more challenging 
groups.  
 
In this issue we will cover two common Acraea species.  The first is the Garden Acraea (Tuinrooitjie, Acraea horta).  The second is 
the wandering donkey Acraea (Dwaeleselrooitjie, Acraea neobule).  The two species can be separated based on a number of 
small differences: 

 

 The hindwing margins differ, where the Garden Acraea has a thin black margin that does not completely en-
close the orange (upperside) or creamy (underside) spots.  In the wandering donkey Acraea, the black margin 
completely encircles the lighter coloured spots on the margin. 

 The wandering donkey Acraea generally has a darker tip to the wing. 
 The spots on the hindwing can be used to separate the species, but they have to be treated with caution.  

Acraeas vary a lot, and the number of spots vary.  In general, the spots on the hindwing of the garden Acraeas 

are roughly the same size, and those on the wandering donkey Acraea vary in size. 

On the following page there are 6 photos of the butterflies mentioned here.  See if you can identify them correctly.  

The answers are on the second last page. 

 

 
By André Coetzer 

Garden Acraea / Tuinrooitjie 

Acraea horta 

Wandering Donkey Acraea / Dwaelesel-

rooitjie 

Acraea neobule 
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L 
ots of things have been going on in the world of 
LepSoc recently. No doubt you will have heard of the 
discovery of a new colony of Dickson's Strandveld Cop-
per, Chrysoritis dicksoni. Dr Dave Edge and the COREL 

team have been very active. The Bateleur locality for Water-
berg Copper, Erikssonia edgei, is the subject of some intensive 
research. And recently, new localities for Stoffberg Widow, 
Dingana fraterna, were confirmed. 

LepiMAP goes from strength to strength. The latest Autumn 
LepiBASH ran from 17-25 October with 93 participants logging 
1883 records, from 8 African countries. LepiMAP is our main 
method of monitoring our widespread species, and watching 
out for those that are getting into trouble.  

The Caterpillar Rearing Group's host plant association docu-
ments now have 134 pages of records, averaging 12 associa-
tions per page. This amounts to more than 1600. It's the best 
resource for identifying caterpillars and adult moths, but the 
only way to get access is to submit your own records and be 
added to the group! 

Perhaps the most exciting current development is the new 
South African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment (SALCA). 
This will be managed by Dr Silvia Kirkman (née Mecenero) who 
did such a grand job with SABCA. SALCA will beef up the Red 
Listing of our buttermoths, and identifying 'no-go' areas for 
development. Because some of our most sensitive areas (e.g., 
Karoo and KZN Midlands) have been put forward as potential 
'fracking' candidates, SALCA has begun at a very opportune 
time. The management team will be contacting you with re-
gard to what you can do to participate soon. 

And how many of you remember the 'Practical Guide to 
Butterflies and Moths in Southern Africa' that we published 
back in the 1990's? Well, it's about to be republished, re-
vamped and updated by Ian Richardson. It will be first made 
available to members in good standing only, as downloadable 
PDFs on the website. If demand warrants it, we will look at 
printing hard copies later. 

Which brings me to a sad point. Our LepSoc website allows us 
to keep in touch with all members – as long as they keep their 
e-mail addresses up to date. At present we have 407 mem-
bers. The growth of the last couple of years has flattened. Our 
problem is 149 that are not responding to repeated e-mails 
asking them to renew their membership. The number was 190 
but diligent work by our membership secretary has brought 
some back into the fold. 

If you are one of those 149, or know someone who was a 
member but has not been receiving communications, please 

contact members@lepsoc.org.za so we can renew you. Or if 
you are receiving Babbel Blues  but have not yet joined, please 
go to www.lepsoc.org.za and join online. It's easy to do now, 
because the site works a lot better since we revamped it. 

Although we have some generous donors, LepSoc still relies 
extensively on members' subscriptions to run its projects. So if 
you haven't joined, or were a member but have allowed your 
membership to lapse for whatever reason, please support us! 

 
Thanks, and have a grand season! 

 
Steve Woodhall 

 

 

 

 

mailto:members@lepsoc.org.za
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
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By: Nina J. Parry 

T 
his year’s conference was held in the Pretoria Botanical Garden’s Education Centre on a weekend in early 

August, just before the beginning of the new butterflying season. The conference was a wonderful success, 

with several new people joining us and presenting for us this year. These included a couple of new students 

from the University of Pretoria and two international guests. 

The presentations were varied and interesting, covering a range of topics; including a discussion on a new moth ge-

nus, gardening for buttermoths, Lepidoptera predation and predator avoidance. All of the presenters put a lot of time 

and effort into their presentations and they were enjoyed by all. Special mention should be made of our two interna-

tional guest speakers. Szabolcs Sáfián from Hungary, who kept us rapt by stories of Liberian butterflies and discussed 

his recently completed PhD dissertation. Dubi Benyamini, the President of the Lepidopterist’s Society of Israel, dis-

cussed the trials and tribulations of searching for butterflies in one of Africa’s smallest and lesser known countries, 

Djibouti. 

Of course, the best part of any conference is the “kuier” afterwards on the Saturday evening, where a little Allesver-

loren (an infamous port wine that has become a regular accompaniment to lepidopterist shenanigans) did make a 

late appearance. New friends were made and old friends shared new stories. 

At the end of the first day of the conference, a special memorial session for the great Torben Larsen was held. His 

many achievements and contributions to lepidoptery were remembered and several people, especially Safi, gave 

moving speeches about their personal experiences with Torben, and how, in so many ways, he shaped their own fu-

tures in lepidoptery through his vast knowledge and absolute willingness to share it with others. His wife, Nancy also 

came up and spoke, regaling the attendants with a few special and hilarious stories of her husband’s antics. It would 

be recommended to anyone to read Torben’s book, “The Hazards of Butterfly Collecting” for more amusing stories. 

Steve Collins, a close personal friend of Torben’s, shared some of his own stories and also read out many of the testi-

monials that were sent through. A big thank you goes out to Steve Collins for organising this.   

We are all very much looking forward to the next AGM and a special thank you should go to all the people involved in 

making this years AGM a success. bb 

Photo by:  Justin Bode 
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Photo by:  Justin Bode 

Tribute to Torban Larson done by Steve Collins &  

Torban’s wife, Nancy 

Photo by:  Justin Bode 

Photo:  Justin Bode 
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T 
he term “Buttermoth” is a relatively new term that was 

coined by Peter Sharland. On the tail of the introduction of 

this term, which refers to Lepidoptera as a whole with no 

differentiation between moths and butterflies, there came 

the Buttermoth evenings. The Buttermoth evenings were started and 

are organised by Hermann Staude, the only moth expert in the 

country. The idea behind the Buttermoth evenings is to give 

fellow Buttermoth enthusiasts an opportunity to discuss the 

many interesting questions that plague their ever-curious 

minds.  

The topics so far have included the questions of where, how 

and why do Buttermoths roost, what’s in a colour, and the role 

that patterns play in their survival. Other discussed topics were 

the concept of a species, as well as chemical communication 

between buttermoths (pheromones, etc.)  These topics are 

broad and ultimately more questions are asked than answers 

are given. 

Buttermoth evenings are held every second Thursday every 

second month at the Ruimsig country club at about 6:30 pm, 

with food served at 7pm. The discussion opens promptly at 

7:30pm. At this point Hermann, who is the Chairman of the 

session, will introduce the speaker and their topic, and will go 

over the few rules of conduct for the evening. These rules in-

clude strict time-keeping, policed by 3 coloured lights and a 

time-keeper, and a strict adherence to the topic. These rules 

are important because if the talk carries on for too long the 

evening will run into the early hours of the morning. The same 

goes for when people move away from the topic; there will be 

other Buttermoth evenings covering other topics. 

The topic is introduced through a short and illustrative 15 mi-

nute presentation which usually raises a number of questions 

and brings forth perhaps only a few known hypotheses (I dare 

not use the word “fact”). Following this, a number of questions 

are submitted for discussion, and then by order of relevance the 

questions are discussed by everyone. This can be the most riveting 

time, where everyone can put forward their thoughts, and listen to 

what other people think. These discussions can become heated and 

therefore it comes as no surprise that at the end of the evening one 

person is elected as a “stirrer” and is given a giant wooden spoon 

for stirring up the discussion. 

These evenings are productive and very interesting and I would en-

courage anyone who has the opportunity to come through and participate.  The next buttermoth evening will be in 

March, so keep your eyes out for more detail. bb 
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Identification Quiz Answers 

Garden Acraeas (1, 4 and 5) 

Wandering Donkey Acraeas (2, 3 and 6) 

Join our Facebook community at: 

Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa (page) 

African Butterflies and Moths — LepSoc (group) 
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Diamond Opal (Diamantopaal, Chrysoritis trimeni) from near Port Nolloth, Northern Cape (Photo: André Coetzer) 

 
Main articles:  ± 2500 words (Max 3500 words) 

Short Articles: ± 500 words (Max 1000 words) 

Please do not insert the images in the submitted text document.  Rather send them separately in an e-mail or by using Drop-

box.   

Article submissions can be sent to babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za or to one of the editors. 

Please note:  Because all the editors do this in their free time, we do not monitor the e-mail address 365 days a year.  If you 

have submitted an article but have not yet received feedback or confirmation of receipt, please just send us an e-mail checking 

whether it has gone through. 

Other general tips 

 Articles can be written in either Afrikaans or English.  All main articles written in Afrikaans will be translated into English 

as well. 

 Butterfly names: Butterfly names used in a main article should be written using the article language, with either the 

English or Afrikaans name, followed by the scientific name in brackets e.g. 

  English articles: Pirate (Seerower, Catacroptera cloanthe) 

  Afrikaans article: Verneukertjie (Variable diadem, Hypolimnas anthedon) 

  

 Shorter articles will not necessarily be translated.  For those, only the language that the article is written in and the 

 scientific name is required.  The reason we require the scientific names as well as the common name is simply to avoid 

 confusion, as the common names can change from one region to another.  

 Sp. is the abbreviation for a single species, used to indicate an unknown or unidentifiable species e.g. a Leptotes sp. 

 Spp. is the abbreviation for multiple species, e.g. The Zebra blues (Leptotes spp.) are difficult to identify. 

 

mailto:babbelblues@lepsoc.org.za

